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You Can Have Morality Without God — (Can You?)

Category: Morality — Right and Wrong / Relativism
Example A)

“If you are concerned about suffering in the universe, killing a fly should present
you with greater moral difficulties than killing a human blastocyst.”

Sam Harris

Example B) (couple with A)

“Perhaps you think the crucial difference between a fly and a human blastocyst
is to be found in that the latter has potential to become a fully developed human
being. But almost every cell in your body is a potential human being given our
recent advances in genetic engineering. Every time you scratch your nose, you
have committed a holocaust of potential human beings.”

Sam Harris

Example C)

“What I’'m asking you to entertain is that there is nothing we need to believe on
insufficient evidence in order to have deeply ethical and spiritual lives.”

Sam Harris

Example D)
“The victim should have the right to end his life, if he wants. But | think it would
be a great mistake, however bad life may seem ... while there is life, there is
hope.”
Stephen Hawking

Example E) (use with F)

“We don’t let animals suffer, so why should your pain be prolonged against your
wishes?”
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Stephen Hawking

Example F)
“I believe one should have control of one’s life, including its ending.”

Stephen Hawking — He suffered from Lou Gehrig’s Disease, ALS. He was
diagnosed in 1963 and died in 1985.

In a mid 1980 Pneumonia bout, Stephen tried to commit suicide by not breathing
— he failed. (ALS — Lou Gehrig’s Disease) is one disease under the MND
umbrella; though used interchangeably now.

Example G)

“Atheism by itself is, of course, not a moral position or a political one of any kind.
It is simply the refusal to believe in a supernatural dimension.”

Christopher Hitchens

Example H)

“What would our world be like if we ceased to worry about ‘right’ and ‘wrong’,
‘good’ and ‘evil’, and simply acted so as to maximize well-being, our own and that
of others? Would we use anything important?”

Sam (Mr. Miyagi) Harris
Example |)

“We keep on being told that religion, whatever its imperfections, at least instills
morality... Faith causes people to be more mean, more selfish, and perhaps
above all more stupid.”

Christopher Hitchens

Example J)

“Morality comes from humanism and is stolen by religion for its own purposes.”

Christopher Hitchens
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Example K)

“In the ordinary moral universe, the good will do the best they can, the worst will
do the worst they can, but if you want to make good people do wicked things,
you’ll need religion.”
Christopher Hitchens

Example L)

“Those who wish to base their morality literally on the Bible have either not read
it nor understand it.”

Richard Dawkins

Example M)
“The moral law is a reason to think of God as plausible — not just a God who sets
the universe in motion, but a God who cares about human beings, because we

seem uniquely among creatures on the planet to have this far-developed sense
of morality.”

Richard Dawkins
Example N)

“Do you really mean the only reason you try to be good is to gain God’s approval
and reward? That’s not morality, that’s just sucking up.”

Richard Dawkins
Example O)

“With respect to those meanings of “Human” that are relevant to the morality of
abortion, any fetus is less human than an adult pig.”

Richard Dawkins
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Example V)

“... aninsight that | was the first to articulate: That there are no moral facts.”
Friedrich Nietzsche

Example W)

““Whither is God?" he cried; "l will tell you. We have killed him -- you and I. All of
us are his murderers... Whither are we moving? Away from all suns? ... Is there
still any up or down? ... Is not night continually closing in on us? Do we not need
to light lanterns in the morning? ... God is dead. God remains dead. And we have
killed him.*

"How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was
holiest and mightiest of all that the world has yet owned has bled to death under
our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? ... What are all these churches now if
they are not the tombs and sepulchers of God?”

Friedrich Nietzsche (1882)
Example X)

“If there is no God, everything is permitted.”

Fyodor Dostoevsky — The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
Example Y)
“There are no eternal facts, no eternal truths.”

Friedrich Nietzsche

Example Z)
“The golden rule is that there are no golden rules.”

George Bernard Shaw
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Example AA)

“It's my opinion that everyone | know has morals, though | wouldn’t like to ask.
But I'd rather teach them than practice them any day. ‘Give them to others’, that’s
my motto.”

Mark Twain

Example BB)

“It's a curious thing that physical courage should be so common and moral
courage so rare.”

Mark Twain
Example CC)

“We have, in fact, two kinds of morality, side by side: one which we preach, but
do not practice, and another which we practice, but seldom preach.”

Bertrand Russell

Example DD)

“We have an ethical relationship to our future selves.”

Sam Harris
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Food for Thought

Morality - describes what a man ought to do / sociology describes what men
do.

e An Atheist truly has no authoritative basis for his morality; if there is a moral
standard, it is actually just a preference, or perhaps an agreement to a group
standard, or, perhaps a sort of treaty with someone (think husband with wife).

e So, what'’s the problem? What if public opinion changes? Then what was
wicked becomes righteous? And if public opinion swings again, does the now
righteous act become wicked again?

e A preference is by definition something preferred (in this moment); it is fine to
prefer pumpkin pie in this moment, no harm no foul. But, what if monogamy,
my current preference, changes? Is polyamory fine? After all, it is now my
preference.

e How stable is a treaty?

e An authoritative standard is essential or chaos ensues

On this topic, just as we found with the previous topic, purpose in life, there is no
unity amongst our atheist propagandists. | bring this up again, because these
hypocrites are always decrying the disunity they find in Christianity. Trust me,
Christian hypocrisy is vexing, but Christians admit to their ability to sin. But, these
atheist “Brights” suffer from, according to their doctrine, no defects of nature, so,
their hypocrisy is not merely vexing but galling.

As usual, Sam Harris is possessed of a maverick mind. That is to say, that Sam may
one day face a heresy trial. Sam, Mr. Rational, according to Sam, is far too irrational
for the others.

“We have an ethical relationship to our future selves.”

Sam Harris
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Can you imagine the magical kingdom Sam lives in? | can’t, but | am familiar with its
odor, it's the aroma of a low-flying cloud of cannabis.

The two most level- headed thinkers in the Atheist council are Friedrich Nietzsche
and Fyodor Dostoevsky. | understand I’'m reading back into history to find Atheists
spokesmen on the topic of morality, but | must, as the Traveling Medicine Show
crew is rather too contradictory and too incoherent on this issue for my taste.
“If there is no God, everything is permitted.”
Fyodor Dostoevsky — The Brothers Karamazov
Simply stated and a perfectly deduced truth.
“... an insight that | was the first to articulate: that there are no moral facts.”
Friedrich Nietzsche
No moral facts? Correct, and this truth is quickly dismissive of Sam Harris’ ethical

relationship to his future self. Without God there are no absolute facts, no absolute

truths, no absolute standards. Sam Harris has only hopeful drivel to give to the
future Sam Harris.

The best rehearsal of the atheist position and its repercussions is found in a classic
section of The Gay Science, by Friedrich Nietzsche.

Let’s take a closer look at example W. This is known as the madman’s speech. He
indicts the villagers for killing God and he indicts himself as well; “All of us are his
murderers.” C.S. Lewis once wrote that both the sun and Christianity allow us to see
the worlds as it really is. This is what the madman accidentally is referring to when
he asks, “Do we need to light lanterns in the morning?”

Our madman proceeds to inquire, “Who will wipe this blood off us?” The churches
become mere tombs and sepulchers.

Without God, who knows what truth is? No one. Who knows right from wrong? No
one.

Better to ask not who knows right from wrong, but, rather, who determines right from
wrong? The answer is found by asking an additional question, “Who is in power?”
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So, all truths today may be untruths tomorrow? Yes. hen all that truth rests on is the
power of the current faction that is in power? Yes. Even if they acquired their power
by spilling blood? Yes. This is depressing. Yes, it is.

So, what do Atheists tout as morals and moral standards? With relativism, there are
no truths, no unimpeachable standards, so power determines truth, at least for a

day. As Nietzsche will say. all facts are simply interpretations. and the folks in power

and their interpretation is all that matters.

Without true moral standards given by a holy, just, and wise God, men make their
own moral standards up. Of course, this simply provides an opportunity for Atheist
hypocrisy to wow us once more.

“We have, in fact, two kinds of morality, side by side: one which we preach,
but do not practice, and another which we practice, but seldom preach.”

Bertrand Russell

“It's my opinion that everyone | know has morals, though | wouldn’t like to ask.
But I'd rather teach them than practice them any day. ‘Give them to others’,
that's my motto.”

Mark Twain

Hypocrisy in the Atheist camp is one of its chief exports. Want me to relate an
eye-opening experience | had the first night God brought it to my attention that |
might need to debunk Atheist teaching and expose its hypocrisy? Well, either way,
I’'m plunging ahead with my story, because it is a perfect example of what we are

discussing.
Encounter with an Atheist at Greek Restaurant

| was teaching a class at a Church school in Laguna Hills, California on the
Doctrines of Grace. Every Wednesday after class I'd walk to a nearby restaurant.
It was my habit to plop down on a barstool to peruse the menu.

That first Wednesday night | walked to a nearby Greek restaurant, a well-dressed
fellow was jabbering on about the futility of faith to a couple of young, Greek
waitresses. | tuned in, but | rather expected that | was on the caboose of the
diatribe. | was mistaken. The jabberer kept it up each time the girls came to the
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bar to pick up a drink order. | chimed in. The following is roughly the exchange
we had. This exchange led to others, and it was the first time | became aware of
just how many hostile Atheists were parading around in public spaces.

Note: In the following table, my words are in the first column in black, bold, italic
type / the professor’s words are in the second column in blue type.

Me Professor
Excuse me, | couldn’t help but hear
what you were saying to the girls.
Sounds like you have a sack full of
complaints about their faith. What
is it you do for a living?

I’'m a professor at San Diego State
University, and | love the food here, so
| come in and poke fun at the girls
once and a while.

About their faith?

Yeah, it’s incredible how many
students still cling to their parent’s
beliefs. | try to make them aware of the
reasoning against God and God’s
existence.

Well, better add me to your list of
the unenlightened. How about you
bring me up to speed.

What is it your do, sir?

Actually, see that steeple across
the parking lot? On Wednesday
nights | teach a class on the
Doctrines of Grace. So, I’'m really
interested in your thinking.

Where do you call home?

I’'m an lllinois boy.
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Me

Professor

Long way from home. Where do you
want me to begin?

Well, you spewed a whole lot of
stuff out there, so let me think.

(For no reason | reached across the
bar and grabbed a cocktail napkin)

How about I get your creed so | can
ask you questions about what you
believe, and then I’ll sketch out
mine so you can ask me about
what | believe.

(Testily) | don’t have a creed.

Every man has a creed.

| don’t. (temper rising).

Stranger at the bar... Guy is right;
everybody has a creed.

Yeah, it is just a set of beliefs. You
certainly have a set of beliefs, my
friend.

(Now a bit more upset) Creeds are for
religious types.

Come on. Say, let me just ask you
a few questions and I’ll outline
your creed, okay? Let’s give it a

try.

(I have sped past the shared wine
drinking).

A grunt.
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Me

Professor

Note: | am going to skip his answer to
my first question, which was, “How
did the world begin?” His answer was
a rambling piece. | could see that
being questioned flustered him. Of
course, | thought, he’s a professor.
He isn’t used to questions, he’s
comfortable interrogating and ranting,
and he’s stressed having to reason
and answer in front of strangers. By
now servers at the bar, as well as the
waitresses could tell something was
brewing. It was all new to me, | was
just asking and replying to what the
man said.

By the way, what is your name?

Larry, what’s yours?

Bill, are you married?

You bet, Marge — and a daughter as
well.

How old?

Angie, she’s 14

Nice, Larry, how do you tell Angie
about right and wrong?

What do you mean, | think we all have
a pretty good idea of right and wrong.

I’m not so sure. Before | was a
Christian, | not only was an Atheist,
but I lived like one. I lived like all
that mattered was me and my
interests. No one else meant
anything to me. Know why? | knew
that without God and some
absolute truths, there’d be no
paying for anything I’d done or was
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Me

Professor

doing. Right was whatever |
decided was right. So, anything
goes was my mantra.

| agree with that, but most people have
some view of what’s right and what’s
wrong.

Now | accidently set the fireworks off.

Really? Well, let me think, suppose
Marge (his wife) and | decide to go
behind the building to have a good
time? Are you going to be a
hypocrite and tell her it's wrong?

Kaboom!! Instantly livid, Larry blurted
out, “That’s sick. My wife wouldn’t do
it, and it would be wrong.”

Look, you are acting just like |
guessed you would. Since God
can’t make absolutes in your
version of the universe, old Larry
gets the job of absolutes-maker.
You have crowned yourself God.
It's actually that simple and surely
you see that it is hypocritical?

No, Larry didn’t see his hypocrisy. You
can imagine that the other people at
the bar were reeling also by now.
Cussing, the hot-blooded brand, broke
out! Larry was leaving livid behind and
sailing into uncharted waters.




#6

Me

Professor

Larry, suppose Angie (his
daughter) wants to join us behind
the building, | suppose you’re
going to play God and tell her it’s
wrong as well?

Look, I’'m going to cut this short as |
pressed Larry to the point he was
shouting and cussing so loudly that

diners were focusing their eyes on us.

In retrospect, | shouldn’t have
included the daughter, but | so
despise hypocrisy. Very few
professing Atheists actually live out
life as Atheism dictates it. They are
hypocrites. They always become little
gods who dictate to others. Their idea
about right and wrong always

| becomes the idea.

Larry, infuriated, did some more
amateur cussing and left.
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The owner made his way over, and | figured my dinner would have to be had
elsewhere. Instead, the owner started up a conversation with me.

Me Owner of the Restaurant
Can you teach us how to do that? Me
and the girls | mean.

I don’t know what I did.

That professor comes in every week
and attempts to destroy their faith. |
am so happy you ran him off. But, |
would like to learn how you did it.

To be honest, I’'m not sure what |
did. | was just having a discussion
as far as I could see. When he
exploded, | didn’t expect it, at least
not the level it rose to. Is it okay if |
order?

He just laughed.

The next Wednesday | returned and
the owner met me at the door.
“There’s a guy, another professor from
San Diego State, waiting for you at the
bar.”

Are you kidding? Larry sent a
friend? Well, this should be
interesting.

| hustled to the bar and introduced myself. An hour or so later the new guy also
exploded. In truth, the new guy was a practiced cusser compared to Larry. | had
inquired about the purpose in life without God, and the man disliked the way |
was talking, but that’s not what set him off. He blew up in another discussion

about morality, right and wrong, without God. | admit | did trot out his wife behind
the building example again. Look, | hadn’t ever thought this through before, so
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innovation was not likely. After the new guy’s explosion and departure, the owner
asked to be taught, once again, how to do what | had done.

When | honestly replied that | had no idea what | was doing, the owner thought |
was just refusing to let him in on my secret. | knew | didn’t have a secret.

Week 3 came, and two more professors awaited me. The owner was ecstatic. It
took 90 minutes of discussion with the two professors to get them cussing me in
unison. | called my wife and determined to explore why the topics | chose were
such hot buttons. | became convinced, after some thought, that it wasn’t about
the topics; it was about the questions | was asking. These men could not answer
questions. They were used to raising questions and voicing criticisms. | had

spent our time together making them into Atheist apologists. They were awful at
it. | had a foundation to build on.

In the end, there cannot be a lasting truth, a permanent right and wrong, if God
does not exist; end of story. You can have an agreement, perhaps a treaty
between a husband and a wife, but you can do nothing authoritative. Treaties
may be broken. Once truth is moldable, it necessarily becomes a chameleon. In
truth, truth is then no longer truth — it is simply preference. Ugh.

Conclusion

| did almost everything wrong!

Upon reflection, | decided that | had, by providence, walked into my initial
discussion with Larry thoughtlessly. First, if the word providence is new to you,
relax, it will come up often in my “Discussion About Discussions" and in other
sections as well. Basically, providence describes how God sovereignly
governs His world so that it appears that you and | have “accidental’
meetings, such as mine with Larry. Folks, there is no such thing as an
“accidental meeting”. That notion is an unbeliever’s delusion. Christians can ill
afford to view the world so erroneously. If sovereignty is also a foreign concept
to you, again relax, in due time, | shall explain it in full. For now, it is sufficient
for you to recognize that God arranged/ordained this meeting for me, without
my recognition of it.

Why? I'm quite certain that God wanted to pique my interest in conversing
with today’s Atheist propagandists.
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Let me explain a few of my wrong steps. It will become evident to you later
that | now decry most, but not all, that | did in those three God-ordained
discussions with San Diego State University professors.

1. | believe in persuasion, not victory. What did | actually achieve?

The Good: The young waitresses, the bartender and the owner all
gained courage. They realized that these men with their huffing and
puffing appeared to be more knowledgeable and formidable than they
actually were. In truth, these blowhards were in no way prepared to
discuss any portion of their core beliefs. These men were only suitable
for the bully pulpit a college classroom setting provides. But, my routing
of them involved no persuasion on my part. | sought to quiet them by
making them appear foolish. | succeeded and perhaps a few others at
the bar found their faith strengthened, but | gave zero thought to the
souls of those silly professors.

2. | misjudged the professors.

Since I'd given this discussion no thought, | failed to realize just how little
they would understand about the philosophy they were spouting. | now
believe in assessing the man or woman I’'m speaking with, so that | may
attend to their weaknesses, so that | may keep them in a discussion as
long as possible. Weak people, as most of Atheism’s proponents tend to
be, need an encouraging arm around their shoulder, not a right cross to
the jaw (metaphorically speaking).

3. | didn’t know the topics to bring up.

Since the Lord unceremoniously dumped me into the middle of my first
conversation/discussion with Larry, | had no idea what topics to bring up.
I now do know. When | reached for that first cocktail napkin so | could
write down Larry’s creed, | little expected what would transpire. It now
appears to be clever. | assure you it wasn’t. | simply didn’t know what to
do.

The Good
A. As the Lord undoubtedly intended, | began to think about this type of

conversation/discussion. It might have looked like the professors were
being educated, but it was, in fact, God sovereignly educating Bill Moore.
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B. As much as | believe in persuasion and patience, | did learn that Larry, the
first professor, sought only to destroy the faith of the young, inexperienced
waitresses. There are times, and only a few, when a Larry must be
skewered in public and humbled. Sadly, it is the best you can do for such a
man. It is my prayer that such a public humiliation might be used by God to

undermine Larry’s confidence in himself as well as to knock holes in
Larry’s foundational pride.




